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CLAIMS: The following is a listing of all claims in the application with their 
statuses and the texts of all active claims, 

1. - 4. (WITHDRAWN) 
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5 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for enabling contact among travelers with 
similar travel plans, comprising: 

soliciting available travel plans from a multitude of Posting travelers, 
quant i tative l y character i zing each of said trave l ava il able plans' 

or i gins, dest i nations, and t i mes, 
quantitatively characterizing each of said available travel plans' 
origins and destinations by their numerical latitudes and 
longitudes. 

posting said quantitatively characterized available plans to a 
database, 

further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 
database, sufficient contact information to establish 
communications with said Posting traveler, 

further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 

database in predefined coded and Boolean formats such further 
compatibility criteria characterizing said Posting traveler and 
his or her travel plans as said Posting traveler desires, 

further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 
database such descriptive information characterizing the said 
Posting traveler and his or her travel plans as said Posting 
traveler desires, 

soliciting a desired travel plan from a Browsing traveler, 
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quantitatively characterizing the origin 7 and destination, and t i m e of 
said desired travel plan by their numerical latitudes and 
longitudes , 

further soliciting from said Browsing traveler, in said predefined 

coded and Boolean formats, such further compatibility criteria 

characterizing the Browsing traveler and his or her travel plans 

as said Browsing traveler desires, 
preselecting from said database those of said available plans that are 

logically compatible with said Browsing traveler's compatibility 

criteria and said Posting traveler's compatibility criteria, 
calculating a scalar origin difference as the absolute magnitude of the 

distance between said desired origin and each said available 

origin in said database, 
calculating a scalar destination difference as the absolute magnitude 

of the distance between said desired destination and each said 

available destination in said database, 
calcu l at i ng a sca l ar time d i fference as the abso l ute magn i tude of the 

d i ff e r e nc e b e tw e en s a id s ai d des i r e d tr a v e l tim e a nd e ach sa i d 

avai l ab le trav el t i me i n sa i d database, 
conv e rting ea ch sa i d sc a l a r t i m e d i fference into an e quiva le nt sc ala r 

me e ting distance by a pply i ng a pr e defin e d num e ric al 

convers i on factor, 
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calculating a rank of the similarity between said desired plan and 
each of said ava il ab le preselected plans as a mathematical 
combination selected from the group consisting of the sum and 
the root mean square of said origin difference- and said 
destination difference , and sa i d mooting d i stance respectively , 

ordering said ava il ab l e preselected plans from said database 
according to said rank, 

presenting said rank e d ordered plans together with said respective 
descriptions to the said Browsing traveler, 

enabling the said Browsing traveler to choose a plan from said 
presented plans, and 

presenting to the said Browsing traveler said contact information 
sufficient to establish communication with the said Posting 
traveler associated with said chosen plan 7 
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whereby travelers with similar travel plans can discover each other, and 
whereby the amount of information required to characterize said travel plans is 

reduced to a bare minimum, and 
whereby said quantitative characterizations of said origins and said destinations 

can be obtained from external sources including published data and 

Global Positioning Satellite Systems, and 
whereby said Browsing travelers can automatically and quickly scan a multitude 

of travel plans, and 
whereby said Browsing travelers can spontaneously consider ad-hoc choice 

criteria while reviewing said descriptive information as part of the manua l 

f i na l cho i ce process said presentation , and 
whereby said Browsing travelers can exercise explicit control over said final 

choice process, and are not constrained to accept the putative optimal 

choice of said ordering according to said rank . 

6. - 7. (WITHDRAWN) 
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8 (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for enabling contact among travelers with 
similar travel plans, comprising: 

soliciting available travel plans from a p l ura li ty multitude of Posting 
travelers, 

determining the coordinates of the origins and destinations of each of 

said plans on a geographical map, 
posting said available plans including the trave l t i mes and said 

coordinates to a database, 
further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 

database, sufficient contact information to establish 

communications with said Posting traveler, 
further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 

database in predefined coded and Boolean formats such further 

compatibility criteria characterizing said Posting traveler and 

his or her travel plans as said Posting trave er desires, 
further soliciting from each said Posting traveler and posting to said 

database such descriptive information characterizing the said 

Posting traveler and his or her travel plans as said Posting 

traveler desires, 
soliciting a desired travel plan from a Browsing traveler, 
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further soliciting from said Browsing traveler, in said predefined 

coded and Boolean formats r such further compatibility criteria 
characterizing the Browsing traveler and his or her travel plans 
as said Browsing traveler desires, 

preselecting from said database those of said available plans that are 
logically compatible with said Browsing traveler's compatibility 
criteria and said Posting traveler's compatibility criteria, 

determining the coordinates of the origins and destinations of said 
desired plan on a map 

quant i tat i ve l y character i z i ng the time of sa i d desir e d travel plan, 

calculating a scalar origin difference as the absolute magnitude of the 
distance measured on said map between said desired origin 
and each said ava i lable preselected origin, 

calculating a scalar destination difference as the absolute magnitude 
of the distance measured on said map between said desired 

'*> ■ ... 

destination and each said ava il ab l e preselected destination, 
calculat i ng a sca l ar t i me d i fference as the absolute magnitude of the 

d i fference between sa i d sa i d d e sired trav el t i me and e a ch sa i d 

a v a il a ble tr a ve l time i n sa i d database, 
convert i ng e ach sa i d sca la r time d i fference i nto an equ i v al ent sca l ar 

m ee ting dist a nc e by apply i ng a pr e def i ned num e rica l 

convers i on factor, 
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calculating a rank of the similarity between said desired plan and 
each of said a v aila b le preselected plans as a combination 
selected from the group consisting of the sum and the root 
mean square of said origin differencer and said destination 
difference, and sa i d moot i ng d i stance respective l y, 
ordering said available preselected plans from said database 

according to said rank, 
presenting said ranked ordered plans together with said respective 

descriptions to the said Browsing traveler, bb4 
enabling the said Browsing traveler to choose a plan from said 

presented plans, and 
presenting to the said Browsing traveler said contact information 
sufficient to establish communication with the said Posting 
traveler associated with said chosen plan. 
9 (NEW) The method of claim 5 wherein: 

one or both of said origins and said destinations, of said available 
travel plans and said desired travel plan, are quantitatively 
approximated by the numerical latitudes and longitudes of 
their associated postal codes, 
whereby said Posting travelers and said Browsing travelers can conveniently 
and easily specify said quantitative characterizations of said origins 
and said destinations. 



PACE 11/24 * RCVD AT 3/21/2006 10:51:10 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/12 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:978 465 0697 * DURATION (mm-ss): 13-06 



21^03/2006 10:51 



Pat & Phil Hurzeler 



Page 12/24 



Appn. Number 09/681,241 



(Hurzeler) Amnt. B cont'd 



Page 12 of 2$*+**** 



10 (NEW) The method of claim 5 further including: 

quantitatively characterizing the time of occurrence of each of said 

preselected travel plans, 
quantitatively characterizing the time of occurrence of said desired 
travel plan, 

calculating a scalar time difference as the absolute magnitude of 
the difference between said desired travel plan time of 
occurrence and each said preselected travel plan time of 
occurrence, 

predetermining a plurality of anticipated travel modes and vehicle 
types, 

predetermining a numerical conversion factor equal to an estimate 
of the average speed of each of said plurality of travel 
modes and vehicle types, 

further soliciting within ^id solicitation of each of said available 
travel plans from said multitude of said Posting travelers, a 
selection of travel method or vehicle type from said plurality 
of anticipated travel modes and vehicle types, 

converting each said scalar time difference into an eguivalent 
scalar meeting distance by multiplying with said 
predetermined numerical conversion factor associated with 
said selected travel method or vehicle type, and 
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calculating said rank of the similarity between said desired plan 
and each of said available plans as a mathematical 
combination selected from the group consisting of the sum 
and the root mean sguare of said origin difference, said 
destination difference, and said meeting distance 
respectively, 

whereby said ordering of said presented plans further, accounts for said 
scalar time differences and reflects the relative merits of said 
presented plans as perceived by said Browsing traveler. 

11 (NEW) The method of claim 10 further including: 

predetermining a default travel method and vehicle ty pe 

selected from the group consisting of said plurality of 
anticipated travel modes and vehicle types, as the one 
estimated most likely to be used, and 
substituting said predetermined numerical conversion factor 
associated with said default travel method and vehicle 
type, for any unavailable numerical conversion factor 
due to lack of response to said solicitation of said 
selection of travel method or vehicle type, 
whereby said calculation of said rank is not obstructed by said lack 
of response. 
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12 (NEW) The method of claim 8 further including: 

quantitatively characterizing the time of occurrence of each of said 

preselected travel plans, 
quantitatively characterizing the time of occurrence of said desired 

travel plan, 

calculating a scalar time difference as the absolute magnitude of 
the difference between said desired travel plan time of 
occurrence and each said preselected travel plan time of 
occurrence, 

predetermining a plurality of anticipated travel modes and vehicle 
t y pes , 

predetermining a numerical conversion factor equal to an estimate 
of the average speed of each of said travel modes and 
vehicle types, 

further soliciting within said solicitation of each of said available 

'ft- 

travel plans from said multitude of said Posting travelers, a 
selection of travel method or vehicle type from said plurality 
of anticipated travel modes and vehicle types,, 
converting each said scalar time difference into an eguivalent 
scalar meeting distance by multiplying with said 
predetermined numerical conversion factor associated with 
said selected travel method or vehicle type, and 
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calculating said rank of the similarity between said desired plan 
and each of said available plans as a mathematical 
combination selected from the group consisting of the sum 
and the root mean sguare of said origin difference, said 
destination difference, and said meeting distance 
respectively. 

13 (NEW) The method of claim 12 further including: 

predetermining a default travel method and vehicle type 

selected from the group consisting of said plurality of 
anticipated travel modes and vehicle types, as the one 
estimated most likely to be used, and 
substituting said predetermined numerical conversion factor 
associated with said default travel method and vehicle 
type, for any unavailable numerical conversion factor 
w .~ due to lack of response to said solicitation of said 

selection of travel method or vehicle type. 
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